A   SHORT   VIEW   OF   THE   STATE
OF   IRELAND.

I AM assured that it hath for some time been practised as
a method of making men's court, when they are asked
about the rate of lands, the abilities of tenants, the state of
trade and manufacture in this Kingdom, and how their rents
are paid, to answer. That in their neighbourhood all things
are in a flourishing condition, the rent and purchase of land
every day increasing. And if a gentleman happens to be a
little more sincere in his representations, besides being looked
on as not well affected, he is sure to have a dozen contra-
dictors at his elbow. I think it is no manner of secret why
these questions are so cordially asked, or so obligingly
answered.

But since with regard to the affairs of this Kingdom, I
have been using all endeavours to subdue my indignation, to
which indeed I am not provoked by any personal interest,
being not the owner of one spot of ground in the whole
Island, I shall only enumerate by rules generally known, and
never contradicted, what are the true causes of any country's
flourishing and growing rich, and then examine what effects
arise from those causes in the Kingdom of Ireland.

The first cause of a Kingdom's thriving is the fruitfulness
of the soil, to produce the necessaries and conveniences of
life, not only sufficient for the inhabitants, but for exporta-
tion into other countries.

The second, is the industry of the people in working up all
their native commodities to the last degree of manufacture.

The third, is the conveniency of safe ports and havens, to
carry out their own goods, as much manufactured, and bring
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